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The Foundation is proud to   

welcome new Chief Operating    

Officer, Patti Tuomey to the staff.  

Learn more about Patti on    

page 3. 

End of  Year Gifts  

The Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation 

announces the establishment of a 

national scientific conference for 

idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF) 

physicians and patients beginning in 

2011.  IPF Summit 2011: From Bench to 

Bedside, will be held at the Marriott 

Magnificent Mile in Chicago, IL on 

December 1-3, 2011, and will feature 

innovative continuing medical education 

programs for pulmonologists to improve 

their clinical understanding of IPF, as well as a patient program to address 

the growing educational needs of IPF patients, family members, and 

caregivers.  

Following the summit there will be a reception to celebrate the ten year 

anniversary of the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation.  Registration will begin 

on December 1, 2010 through our website, www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org, or 

by calling our office at 888-733-6741.  Early bird registration is available 

through June 1, 2011.     

The holiday season is quickly approaching and soon the shopping malls 

and department stores will be crowded with people endlessly searching 

for that perfect gift.  Many of us search and search until finally we just 

have to settle on something near the register.  This year consider giving 

the greatest gift of all; the gift of life.  A gift to the Pulmonary Fibrosis 

Foundation really is a gift in support of our entire membership of 

patients, families, and caregivers.   

If you would like to donate in honor of a loved one as a gift this year you 

can do so on our website, over the phone, fax, or even regular mail.  This 

year an estimated 40,000 people will lose their battle to PF.  Help us to 

make that number smaller in coming years. 
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As mentioned in our prior newsletter we moved into new office space in 
April.  Since then a number of other changes have occurred.   I am happy to 
announce our new COO, Patti Tuomey Ed. D.  (A full bio is contained in the 
next page.)  During the past 2O years Patti has worked for non-for-profit or-
ganizations including the Art Institute of Chicago and the Field Museum.  She 
has extensive management experience including:  strategic planning, program 
management, financial planning, marketing, and fundraising.   

As many of you know the Foundation has been actively engaged in attempting 
to get the Pulmonary Fibrosis Research Enhancement Act (PRFEA) passed 
during the present session of Congress.  We have met with a number of indi-
viduals and aides in both the House and Senate, and unfortunately it seems 

highly unlikely that the bill will be passed in the 111th Congress.  We are also presently developing 
strategies to get the PRFEA introduced and passed in the 112th Congress.  One of the main compo-
nents of the Act is to develop a national IPF database.  We are also exploring other alternatives to 
help achieve this goal and possibly funding this through the Foundation if the resources become 
available. 

This year we have seen continued growth in the number of fundraising events that our supporters 
have organized (read more about events on pages 10 &11).  The PFF has seen continued expansion 
of its public support throughout the United States, with more than 40 local and regional fundraisers 
contributing more than $250,000 to the Foundationõs total of more than $800,000 in gifts this year. I 
have been fortunate enough to attend some of these events, and I am continually amazed at the 
dedication, enthusiasm, and passion of our supporters. 

As mentioned we have a number of ambitious projects planned for the future.  One of these will be 
an òIPF Summit.ó  

I am excited to announce that we have seriously begun to plan for the IPF Summit 2011: From Bench 
to Bedside, which will take place in Chicago on Dec. 1 -3, 2011.  This will be a state-of-the-art confer-
ence for academicians, researcher, clinicians, patients, and caregivers.  We have put together an ex-
cellent agenda and have an òall staró group of individuals to present at the conference.  Additionally 
we are planning a tenth anniversary dinner reception on Saturday Dec. 3.  Also we plan to continue 
our òwebinaró program, and formalize our programs to fund research. 

Finally, in order to support these programs and our growth, we are asking you to support us by 
making a gift to the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation.  I am constantly impressed with the courage, 
generosity, and compassion of the IPF community and our supporters.  We are repeatedly over-
whelmed by the kindness and support we receive, and it is most gratifying to all of us associated 
with the Foundation.  We would to thank you for your support. 

Best wishes for the upcoming holidays, 

 

 

 
Daniel M. Rose M.D., President  

Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation 

Letter From the President  
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Latest News in IPF Research  

Disclaimer  
 

The material contained in this newsletter is for 
educational  purposes only and should not be 
considered as medical advice.  Consult your 
health care provider for treatment options. 

Patti was born and raised in Chicago.  She graduated 

from Marquette University in 1991.  Since 

graduation from college she has been involved with 

non-for profit and philanthropic organizations.  She 

has over twenty years of management experience 

including:  strategic planning, program management, 

financial planning, marketing, and fundraising.  She 

is a results-oriented leader with a strong record of 

team-building and goal-setting.  She has previously 

held positions at the Art Institute of Chicago, the 

Peggy Notebaert Nature   Museum, and the Field 

Museum.  In 2001 Patti received a M.A. in Arts 

Administration from the School of the Art Institute 

of Chicago, and recently received a Doctorate of 

Education at Benedictine University.  She is an 

Adjunct Professor and has taught at both the School 

of the Art Institute of Chicago and Northwestern 

University.  Presently Patti resides in Chicago with 

her husband Chris and two beautiful daughters Ava 

and Kate.   

The Foundation Welcomes New COO Patti Tuomey  

http://www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org/
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Latest News in IPF Research  

Cigarette Smoke Causes Harmful Changes in the 

Lungs Even at the Lowest Levels, Study Finds       
 

 
ScienceDaily (Aug. 20, 2010) ñ Casual smokers may think 
that smoking a few cigarettes a week is "no big deal." 
But according to new research from physician-scientists 
at New York-Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell 
Medical Center, having an infrequent smoke, or being 
exposed to secondhand smoke, may be doing more 
harm than people may think. The findings may further 
support public smoking bans, say the authors. 
 
According to a new study published in the American 
Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine, being 
exposed to even low-levels of cigarette smoke may put 
people at risk for future lung disease, such as lung 
cancer and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD). 
 
Epidemiological studies have long shown that 
secondhand smoke is dangerous, but there have never 
been conclusive biological tests demonstrating what it 
does to the body at a gene function level, until now. 
 

Source:  Science Daily, content edited for space 
 
 

U.S. Judge Rules Against Obamaõs Stem Cell Policy 

 

By Gardiner Harris 
Published: August 23, 2010  
 
WASHINGTON ñ A federal district judge on Monday 
blocked President Obamaõs 2009 executive order that 
expanded embryonic stem cell research, saying it 
violated a ban on federal money being used to destroy 
embryos. 
 
The ruling came as a shock to scientists at the National 
Institutes of Health and at universities across the 
country, which had viewed the Obama administrationõs 
new policy and the grants provided under it as settled 
law. Scientists scrambled Monday evening to assess the 
rulingõs immediate impact on their work. 
 
òI have had to tell everyone in my lab that when they 
feed their cells tomorrow morning, they better use 
media that has not been funded by the federal 
government,ó said Dr. George Q. Daley, director of the 
stem cell transplantation program at Childrenõs Hospital 

Boston, referring to food given to cells. òThis ruling 
means an immediate disruption of dozens of labs doing 
this work since the Obama administration made its 
order.ó 
 
In his ruling, Chief Judge Royce C. Lamberth of Federal 
District Court for the District of Columbia wrote that 
his temporary injunction returned federal policy to the 
òstatus quo,ó but few officials, scientists or lawyers in 
the case were sure Monday night what that meant. 
 
Source: The New York Times 
 
Stromedix Receives FDA Orphan Drug 

Designation for STX -100 for the Treatment of IPF      
 

 
Stromedix, Inc., a biotechnology company focused on 
innovative therapies for fibrosis and fibrotic organ 
failure, announced today that its lead clinical candidate 
STX-100 has been granted orphan drug status by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for the 
treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF), a 
debilitating and almost uniformly fatal disease in which 
patients experience progressive difficulty breathing due 
to fibrosis (scarring) of the lung. There are currently no 
FDA approved treatments for IPF. Stromedix is 
planning to initiate a Phase 2 clinical trial in IPF patients 
in 2011. 
 
òSTX-100 targets a key pathway in the initiation and 
progression of pulmonary fibrosis and therefore may 
ultimately become a much needed treatment option for 
IPF patients,ó said Michael Gilman, Ph.D., CEO of 
Stromedix. òWe are very excited about the potential of 
this compound and look forward to initiating a Phase 2 
clinical trial of STX-100 in IPF patients in 2011.ó 
 
Orphan drug designation is granted by the FDA to assist 
and encourage companies to develop safe and effective 
therapies for the treatment of rare diseases and 
disorders. Under the designation, the FDA may provide 
grant funding towards clinical trial costs, tax advantages, 
FDA user-fee benefits, and seven years of market 
exclusivity in the United States following drug approval 
by the FDA. For more information about orphan 
designation, please visit the FDA website at http://
www.fda.gov. 
 

Source: Stromedix Press Release 8/31/10  
 

http://www.fda.gov
http://www.fda.gov
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Latest News from the PFF  

Due to space limitations, we are unable to print every news 

item of interest to the PF Community.  Please visit the Latest 

News section of our web page to view a more complete listing 

of news and information about IPF!  

www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org/news  

Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation Contributes $200,000 in 

New Pulmonary Fibrosis Research Grants  

Four Investigators Each Awarded $100,000, Two year grants 

The Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation today announced 
that, in partnership with the American Thoracic 
Society (ATS) and Coalition for Pulmonary Fibrosis 
(CPF), $400,000 in new pulmonary fibrosis research 
grants as part of the 2010 ATS Partner Award Program 
for Pulmonary Fibrosis Research. 

The ATS/PFF/CPF Partner Awards for Pulmonary 
Fibrosis are jointly funded by the PFF and CPF, and 
awards are made through a rigorous peer review 
application process administered by ATS. Each award 
is for $50,000 over two years, beginning in January, 
2011. 

 

The PFF is proud to recognize the following 
recipients: 

¶ Erica Herzog, MD, Assistant Professor of 
Medicine in the Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Division at Yale University (New Haven, CT), was 
awarded a Partner Grant to investigate emaphorin 
7a and alternative macrophage activation in 
idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis" 

¶ Steven Huang, MD, Lecturer in the Department 
of Medicine at the University of Michigan (Ann 
Arbor, MI), was awarded a Partner Grant to 
investigate the regulation and pattern of the DNA 
methylome in pulmonary fibrosis 

¶ Philip Simonian, MD, Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Pulmonary Sciences and Critical 
Care Medicine at the University of Colorado 
Denver, was awarded a Partner Grant to 
investigate whether IL-22 offers protection from 
inflammation-induced pulmonary fibrosis 

¶ Beiyun Zhou, MD, Assistant Professor of 

Medicine in the Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Division at the University of Southern California 
(Los Angeles, CA), was awarded a Partner Grant to 
investigate whether endoplasmic reticulum (ER) 
stress induces epithelial-mesenchymal transition 
(EMT) in alveolar epithelial cells (AEC), and their 
role in pulmonary fibrosis 

 
"It is important to have these partnerships to increase 
the research funding available to investigators for this 
very difficult and deadly disease," said Daniel M. Rose, 
MD, President of the PFF." We are pleased that the 
peer review committee at ATS was able to select such 
high quality research to fund." 

Jesse Roman, Chair ATS Scientific Review Committee 
and Professor and Chairman of the Department of 
Medicine at the University of Louisville, noted that: 
"Pulmonary fibrosis affects hundreds of thousands of 
Americans and many more worldwide. We need to 
continue to support research in this field until safe and 
effective treatments become available. Partnerships 
with the PFF and other organizations are crucial to 
sustain this effort and represent a wonderful example 
of how physicians, scientists, patients, advocacy 
groups, and the community in general can come 
together to tackle important medical problems." 

The PFF's partnership with the CPF and ATS is part 

of the Foundation's longstanding commitment to drive 

new funding into pulmonary fibrosis research. To date, 

the PFF has directly funded, or has commitments to 

fund, more than $3 million to basic research programs 

in the United States with hopes of finding new 

treatments or a cure. To learn more about the PFF and 

its work, please visit www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org or call 

888-733-6741. 

http://www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org/
http://www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org/news
http://www.pulmonaryfibrosis.org
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Disease Awareness 

New PSA:  How You Can Help Get Air Time  

We recently debut a brand new PSA starring Evel Knievel along with his granddaughter, Krysten.  On our 

youtube page we have four version of the PSA available, two of them are 10 seconds in length and the 

other two are 15 seconds and 30 seconds long.  Follow this link to view the PSA and share with friends: 
 

 http://www.youtube.com/PFFoundation 

  

In July of this year Erin Reilly and Erin Goley helped to get the PSA aired at AT&T Park during a San 

Francisco Giants baseball game.  Below are some pictures of the PSA airing on the jumbo screen. 
 

You can help in our efforts in raising awareness about PF by sending a link to these videos to your friends 

and family and posting it on your social media sites like Facebook and Twitter. 
 

It may be possible for you to get the PSA aired on your local networks as well.  Try to get in contact with 

the television stations in your area and ask them if they would be willing to air the PSA.  When you contact 

them send links so that they can view all the versions.  If they do agree to air the PSA the Foundation will 

provide them with a copy of the video in any format they require.    

Join Our Community!  

 

 

youtube.com/user/PFFoundation twitter.com/PFFORG Facebook.com/pulmonaryfibrosisfoundation 

http://www.youtube.com/user/PFFoundation#p/u

